Results
In total, 247 participants (54.7 ± 14.3 years), referred for MRI examinations of either the spine or the heart, accepted to participate in the study. The development and validation of MRI-AQ resulted in 15 items which could be used as an overall global score or as two sub scale scores. Cronbach's alpha was found to be high (α = 0.90). MRI-AQ correlated higher with instruments measuring anxiety than with depression scales. Knowngroup validity demonstrated a higher level of anxiety for patients undergoing MRI scan of the heart than for 
Conclusions
MRI-AQ bridges a gap among existing questionnaires, making it a simple and useful tool for measuring patient anxiety during MRI examinations.
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